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|L Basis of the report 



I International application No. 

PCT/CH2003/000240 



L ™ th regard t0 the elements of the international application:*" 
□ the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



pages 
pages 



1-9 



the claims: 



m , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 
pages 
pages 



1-15 



the drawings: 
pages 



■ _> as originally filed 

- ' 88 snorted (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

m , filed with the demand 



— , TTIUI U1C UCJI 

— > filed with the letter of 0 1 April 2004 (01 .04.2004^ 



1/4-4/4 



□ the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

. > filed with the demand 




, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 

U ft. anguage of a translation furnished for the purposes of international seTch (under^el^ *** * 

U * ^geofpublicationoftheinte^ 

^ j!^^^ in the international application, the international 

LJ rained in the international application in written form 

□ lllTi "* *r internationai appiication * — * *>", 

LJ furn.shed subsequently to this Authority in written form 

LJ ftmrted subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I — I The statement that the subseauentlv i, 

u £CE- - — — » -~ — . _ , ^ „ fte ^ ^ Mng ta 

□ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

LJ the description, pages 

I — I the claims, Nos. _ 

I — I ^e drawings, sheets/fig ~ 

I ** . . ^ ""^ *° * 0 ' «witaw amendments (Rule 70 16 

Form PCT/IPBA/409 (Box I) (July i 9 q 8 ) 
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III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



International application No. 

PCT/CH2003/000240 



L S^SSZSS^SSi S^ffSSfJ* ^ t0 inV ° lve a " inventive ste P be non obvious), or to be 

□ the entire international application. 

□ claims Nos. 



*" te ?* ion . al application, or the said claims Nos. 
relate to the following subject matter which does not 



15 



See supplemental box 



require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



I — I the claims, or said claims Nos. 

L_J by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 



no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



. are so inadequately supported 



|_J the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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International application No. 
PCT/CH 03/00240 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not suff icient) 
Continuation of: 1 1 1 . 1 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, 
inventive step and industrial applicability 

Claim 15 of the present application defines a method for 
fixing an implant inside an intervertebral space. This 
method represents a method for the treatment of the human 
body by surgery within the meaning of PCT Rule 67.1(iv) . 
Consequently, no examination was carried out for these 
claims (PCT Article 34(4) (a) (i) ) . 
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International application No. 
PCT/CH 03/00240 



V, Reasoned statement under Article 35(2\ with ^» n ^ * , 

_ citations and explanations mJS^SSiStSS!^ n ° Ve ' ty ' StCp ° r lndustria » ^ability; 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-14 



1-14 



1-14 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following document: 

Dl: US-A1-2002/138142 (NICHOLS DAVID ET AL) 
26 September 2002 (2002-09-26) . 



Document Dl is considered to be the closest prior art for 
the subject matter of claim 1. Dl discloses (the 
references in parentheses are to Dl) : 

an intervertebral implant comprising two anchoring means 
(end caps, paragraph 44) for fixing said intervertebral 
o-mplant to the end plates of a vertebra. 

Each anchoring means comprises (see Dl, paragraph 35 and 
figure 6) 

- an anchoring part (640) which comprises a central axis 
(A) and two end faces extending transversely to the 
central axis (A) , 

a plurality of spikes (652) projecting from one end 
face, 



a through cavity (646) extending parallel to the 
central axis, and 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/CH 03/00240 



fixing means (644a, 644b) by means of which the 
anchoring part can be detachably locked to the 
intervertebral implant. 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs therefore from the 
known intervertebral implant in that 

the intervertebral implant comprises at each end a terminal 
plate which intersects the central axis, and in that the 
terminal plates can be guided through the cavity of the 
respective anchoring parts. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 

The problem addressed by the present invention can 
therefore be considered that of obtaining an intervertebral 
implant in which the anchoring means can be pressed in a 
simple manner into the end plates of the vertebra only 
after the implant has been introduced into the 
intervertebral space. 



The subject matter of claim 1 solves this problem in that 
the anchoring means can be pushed upwards and downwards 
against the end plates of the vertebra from the centre of 
the (e.g., cylindrical) implant after implantation. The 
anchoring means are directly accessible from the outside. 

This solution is neither disclosed nor suggested by the 
documents cited in the international search report, and 
therefore claim 1 complies with the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (2) . 



Claims 2-14 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore likewise 
meet the PCT requirements for novelty and inventive step. 
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International application No. 
PCT/CH 03/00240 



Observations; 



The two-part form of claim 1 does not take proper account 
of the prior art (Dl) in accordance with PCT Rule 6.3(b). 

The description does not cite document Dl or indicate the 
relevant prior art disclosed therein (PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) ) 
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